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ighteen million doses of the first malaria vaccine to become available will be allocated over 2 years

across 12 African countries, including Benin, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Uganda, the

World Health Organization (WHO) recently announced. In addition, parts of Ghana, Kenya, and Malawi

will continue receiving doses of the vaccine, known as RTS,S/AS01, which protects against Plasmodium

falciparum malaria, after participating in a pilot program that illustrated the vaccine’s safety and

efficacy.
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The results of the study* showed that the vaccine was a complete failure and resulted in more infections in people exposed to higher levels of malaria. 
                                                                                 *n engl j med 374;26 nejm.org June 30, 2016



Doses will arrive in Africa as early as the end of 2023, according to the WHO, which collaborated with

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF); and other partners to make the

vaccine available. The vaccine will then be distributed according to the rate of disease transmission and

child mortality, among other factors.
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